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THE KING WHO CHOSE RAGS OVER RICHES. 
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The route to your roots 


When they look back at their formative years, many Indians nostalgically recall the vital 
part Amar Chitra Katha picture books have played in their lives. It was ACK —- Amar 
Chitra Katha — that first gave them a glimpse of their glorious heritage. 


Since they were introduced in 1967, there are now over 400 Amar Chitra Katha titles 
to choose from. Over 100 million copies have been sold worldwide. 
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all across India. Log on to www.ack-media.com to locate a bookstore near you. If you 
do not have access to a bookstore, you can buy all the titles through our online store 
www.amarchitrakatha.com. We provide quick delivery anywhere in the world. 


To make it easy for you to locate the titles of your choice from our treasure trove of titles, 
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Epics and Mythology 


Best known stories from the Epics and the Puranas 


Indian Classics 
Enchanting tales from Indian literature 


Fables and Humour 
Evergreen folktales, legends and tales of wisdom and humour 


Bravehearts 
Stirring tales of brave men and women of India 


Visionaries 
Inspiring tales of thinkers, social reformers and nation builders 


Contemporary Classics 
The Best of Modern Indian literature 
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'T WAS THE ERA OF TRETA! HARISCHANOKA WAS 
THE KIVG OF AYODHVYA! A AIGHTEOUS KING,HE 
WAS LOVED ANO RESPECTED BY ALL HIS SUBJECTS. 
OVE DAY HARISCHAIVOKA HAD GONE TO THE 
FOREST WHEN HE HEARD A CARY... 





THINKING 17 WAS A WOMAN IN DISTRESS. 
HARISCHANDORA RUSHED TOWARDS THE 80UNO, 
S00 HE CAME UPON A CLEARING IN THE WOOD. 
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1AM SORRY 

| DISTURBED 

YOU, SIR! | ered 
HEARD SOME-/P R= 2 
ONE CRYING , 
FOR HELP! . 
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A FEW DAYS LATER, MARISCHAIIDRA WAS 
SEATED OV MS THRONE, SUDDENLY A LOUD 
VOCE BROKE THE SILENCE, <r 
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AS WISHWAMITEA ARPEOACHED HM, 
THE KING FELT UNEA8% 








: WILL COME os * 
UPON YQ Se 
AYODHYA! SES 

















AS THE HUSHED COURTIERS ieee THE MMMISTERS TRIED TO REASO/VV 
HARISCHANOKA TOOK THE SAGE IVSIDE.| | WITH THE ABDICATING KUVG. 
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THE WHOLE CITY CAME TO THE ROAD T0 WATCH 
| THE_THKEE LOVELY PEOOLE, HARISCHAIVORA, 
QUEEN SA/VYA ANO PREIVCE ROMTASUNA, 
GOING AWAY, THEY ALL WERT, FOR THEY 
LOVED THEIR KING, THAR QUEEN AW THE 
YOUVE PRINCE. 
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AFTER WALKING A FEW MILES, HARISCHAVORA_HEARO SQOMEQVE 
CALL. HIM FROM BEHNWVD. HE TURNED ROUNO_7TO FINO THE SAGE 
VISHWIANMYTRA COMIVG TONMARDS THEM. 
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WITH EVERY GIFT GIVEN, OVE HAP 
TO GIVE A DAKSHINA_ AN HONOKARKY- 
OM! HARISCHAVVIKA HAD GIVEN 
AWAY EVERYTHING! HE HAD 
NOTHING LEFT FOR DAKSHINAL 


R 
ROMISE ! YOUR 
DAKSHINA IS DUE! 










THE KIVG AND THE QUEEN AND 
THE YOUVG PRINGE ROMTASWA 
ROAMED FROM LAND 70 LAND ST 
WAS A LONG JOURNEY, THROUGH 
FORESTS, THROUGH DESERTS: 


Vz) ZL 





BE: 
AWY WORK. HOW 
SHALL / PAY (HE 
SAGE? d 


AT LAST THEY REACHED THE 
TEMPLE CITY OF VARANASI. 
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O ARE YOU? YOUR ae WE ~ 


WH 
FACE SHOWS MARKS OF 
2 NOBILITY! 
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THE TEMPLES OF VARANAS! STOOD MAJESTICALLY ON THE BANKS OF 
THE RMER GAGA. THE TIRED KING AND M8 FAUULY MENT UPTO A TEMPLE. 


DO_YOU THINK 





: a WHAT WORK CANA 


KSHATRIYA DO IN A 
TEMPLE® NO, THERE 
IS NO WORK! BUT 
TAKE WHATEVER 


Wa) \ FOOD YOU NEED. 








ONE DAY AS THE TRIO WALKED 

THROUGH THE CROWOED 8TREET, 
HARISCHANOKA HEARD A 
A Billa VOCE. 
il 
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IV A FEW 
HOURS THE SUV 
oo - 7! ‘ar 


(gS a 
THE LAK CHIMA ? 


_ DAY’ 1S 
NOT YET OVER! 


PLEASE 
WAIT TILL 
NIGHT FALL. 
SS 





RO, ROM TASIVA, THE YOUNG oe WAS A BRAVE BOY! HE HAD BORNE 
THE _HABRDSHMICS OF HIS PARLEIVTS”? EXILE WITH A SWULING FACE. 


BUT MS YOUVE BODY HUD WOT BER CAE. CTR MOP COVE. 














YES, DEAR! 
YOUR Bala 
HAS GONE T 

LOOK FOR WORK! f 
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A FEW HOURS PASSED THEN | on anv ONE WAY 
HARISCHMANDKA CAE BACK. HE THERE, (2 L MY 7 OE SE! 
COULD VOT FIND ANY WORK. | TT GAN SELL MYSELF! 


TAKE THIS FOOD! | BROUGHT H i ( ( aE 


vie | 
stl i 












IT FROM THE TEMPLE! 
. ) 
DO WE HAVE TO Ss 
BEG FOR 
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THE DESPERATE KING BE - 
SOUGHT MIAN AFTER MAN. 
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| STAMOIVG UNDER THE MIDDAY SUN, 
HARISCHANDKA WAS COVSCIOUS OF OLY 
THOSE WORDS EEATIVG IN MS HEAD, 


NOBODY WILL BUY ‘ 

YOU! BUT SOMEONE 

VIAY BUY YOUR WIFE FOR 
HOUSE - 













ee iis | HAVE GIVEN YOU 
A SON! MY LIFE I@ FULFILLED! 
APPROACHED HER HUSBAND, SELL ME sek PAY 





NO ONE WILL BUY YOU! \ 
BUT YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
ELSE FOR SALE. 





TRUTH IS MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN 





WITH A HEAVY MEART HARISCHAVORA WENT TO THE MARKET AACE. 
THEY CLIMBED THE PLATFORM ERECTED FOR AUCTIONS. SOOM A CROWD 
GATHERED. : — 
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S HOLD WORK? MY 
WIFE IS FOR 
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‘1 AM! NO MAN 
= BUT A HEART- 
== //LESS MONSTER! 
2 BUT | MUST 
DO WHAT ! 
MUST DO! 







HOW CAN A MAN 
FIX THE PRICE 
OF HIG WIFE, THE 

THER OF 


O 
HIS SON? 





AS HARISCHANOKRA 
REFUSED 10 TOUCH 
HE BAC OF 


| SHALL 
NOT TOUCH 
THIS MONEY 

WITH MY 





THE YOUNG PRIVCE WAS BEWILDERED TO SEE MIS MOTHER GOING 
AWAY WTH THE OLD BEAHMANM! HE STARTED RUMUING AFTER 
HER, CRYIVG LOLOLY. 
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HEARING HER SONS CRY, THE QUEENS PLEASE LET ME 


HEART WAS FILLEO WITH PAI! TAKE HIM WITH ME! 


SWE COULD WOT GO FARTAHER!S HE CANT” LIVE 


(MOTHER! 
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HERE’S_ANOTHER 
TWO-FIFTY! 1 SHALL 
BUY THE BOY 
WELL! 


WITHOUT ME! 








HARBISCHANOBA STOOD HELALESSCY WATCHWVG HIS WUUFE AND SQV 
| BEIVG TAKEN AWAY BY THE MAN WHO HAD BOUGHT THEM. 
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HARISCHANOKA UVTTED THE 
PUBSE FROM M8 BELT AND 
GAVE 1(T TO THE SAGE. 
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WITH A QOWEVU HEART HARISGHAVORA SAT COW! OV THE STEPS 
THE RIVER, THE DAN WAS WANMIVG, HE KNEW VO 
Beet CMe MOE MONEY FOR VSHWAMITEA. 
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NO OVE WOULD 
KEEPER OF [HE 








BUY THE LEAN MAN. A CHANVIOALA WHO WAR THE 
CREMATION GROWN WAS WATCHIVE THE AUCTION. 













| AM STRONG! IT’S 
ONLY THAT PVE NOT 
EATEN FOR A FEW DAYS! 
WHO WILL BUY ME? 
{SHALL BUY 
YOU, IF YOU WISH 
TO BE BOUGHT! 








A SKULL AMO A 
S7ICK IN HIS’ HAIVOS'/ 
HE [A 


CHANDALAL 
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ae 7 HABISCHAIVVOKA HAD WO CHO: 
LD BE QUER SOON AND i 
USMAAMITEA WOULD COME FOR 





HAVE | 
COME TO SUCH 
LOW STATE 








YOULL HAVE TO PAY 

ME TWO HUNDRED 
AND FIETV 

GOLD COINS! 





WHATEVER 
WORK A 
CHANDALA 
DOES! 


DEMAND THE CLOTH,RICE 
AND MONEY. A SIXTH PART 


GOES TO THE KING, THREE 
TO ME AND THE REST 
WILL BE YOURS ! 





HARISCHANDRAS DAYS: PASSED 
COLLECTING MONEY FROW THE 
LAM 







AND WATCHIVE 
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THE SIGHT OF THE PLAGE AVVO THE FLAMES. SOON MADE M8. 
CHANGE, MIS SKIN HAD SMAIVELLED. FEW COULD RECOGMSE NE 


Wa 
ies Wh 
Hue 


& 
> 


Mm M8 WEE 


/ Y/ 
YY 
/ 
A ANVO SOW. 
| 








Lae a, PASSER THE KING WEIVT OV DOIWG MS WOKK. THE FIBRE 
IN THE CRE MATION GEOUNQ THE HEAT AND SMOKE WOULD 
MS? 7 AIHA S EYES AID HE OREAMT OF AS LOST 
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HE DBEAT OF THE LITTLE | | MEANMILE, THE QUEEN MAD 70 
PRINCE 23 ASLEEP OW HE tae MGHT IN THE 
L SEEMED armas HOUSEHOLD. 
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WHEN THE QUEEIV CAME T0 HEP 
GO TO THE OOM EE THE DAYS WORK, 
GARDEN! YOU SHE FOUVWD THE BED EMPTY 
CAN PLAY BOMTASWA WAS NOT THEBE. 


THERE! 





HE I@ COLD! 

WHAT ARE THECE 
MARKS? OH, MY 
SON! A SERPENT 
HAS BITTEN HIM! 
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HER EYES FILLED WITH TEARS: 
THE QUEEN CARRIED THE 
DEAD CHILD BACK TO THE 





age ETLY, OA ANOTHER MOR, 
TUR OUEY THE DRTC LD OWLLT 














ree ie AWOKE THE THE CITY. 

MY SON IS DEAR. Hite Wh er | Y oh = i \ sides | a) 
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MONEY? 
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NEAR THE GATE GF THE HARISCMAIVOEA GOULD NWOT SEE 
CREMATION GROUND, THE THE WOMAN'S FACE WKICH WAP 
BEARDED CHAWOALA COVERED BY A VEN. 

BLOCKED HER WAY. 


HAVE 





SUDDENLY HARISCHANDERA’S EYES FELL 
OV THE DEAD CHILD'S FACE. 
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HE (@ INDEED = | 
A ROVAL CHILD! D> a 
Hig FATHER ) Ne WHAT DID 


’ YOU SAY? 
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HARIGCHANDRA! 
Mh, MY SONS 
| Walk? «=WY SOV! 
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E WOVIAN WAS STARTLED WITH THE CRY, THE VOICE SEEMED 
HNL SHE PEERED CLOSE AT THE BEARDED, SHSIVELLED FACE. 


WHY DID YOU CRY 

OUT! LET ME LOOK AT 
YOUR FACE... MY 

HUSBAND! 
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| NOT 
DEPRIVE MY 
MASTER 
OF HIS 
DUES! 
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STARTLED, HARIS' CHANDRA 
TURNED ROUND.17 WAS 
THE CHANDALA. 


HARISCHANDRA! \@ 
YOUR TEST Ny 
Ie OVER! 
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THEN (NORA, THE KING OF 


BEFOKE THE CHANDALA COULDREFPLY, 
THE DEVAS, CAME FORWARD. 


HARISCHANORA SAW A MAGMEICENT 
SIGHT. THE DEVAS CHEAVENMLY BEINGS ) 
HAD COME DOWN TO SEE HIM. 
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W NO HARISCHANDRA! YOU HAVE 
7 /0U ARE A FREE MAN! | | PROVED your 
E CHANDALA WAS | | VIRTUE! YoU 
Jan AMA THE 808 DOF HAVE EARNED 
YOUR DLACE 


Ning, Ce = IN- HEAVEN ! 
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YOUR SUBJECTS 
WILL GET 
WHAT THEY 
DESERVE! SHARE My 
BLESSINGS 
WITH THEM 
ON THE 
EARTH! 





| CANNOT 
GO TO HEAVEN 
WITHOUT 


MY 
SUBJECTS! 
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D HAD BEACHED THE KINGDOM THAT THE KIVG WAS COMING 
BACK PEOPLE CAME OUT OF THEIR HOUSES 70 WELCOME THEIR KIVG. 
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HAVE YOU HEARD? Y TO 
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| THE STREETS WERE LINED BY PEQALE, MAVY WERE CRIING WITH 
JOY. THE KIVG WHOM THEY LOVED &0 MUCH WAS COMING BACK. 





WHICH OF THE ACKs HAVE YOU STILL NOT READ? 


EPICS AND 
MYTHOLOGY 
Best known stories from 
the Epics and the Puranas 


Abhimanyu 

Agastya 

Andhaka 

Aniruddha 

Aruni And Uttanka 

Ashwini Kumars 

Ayyappan 

Bahubali 

Bhanumati 

Bheema And Hanuman 

Bheeshma 

Chandrahasa 

Dasharatha 

Dhruva And Ashtavakra 

Draupadi 

Drona 

Elephanta 

Gandhari 

Ganesha 

Ganesha And The Moon 

Ganga 

Garuda 

Ghatotkacha 

Hanuman 

Hanuman To The Rescue 

Harischandra 

Heroes Of Hampi 

Indra And Shachi 

Indra And Shibi 

Indra And Vritra 

Jagannatha Of Puri 

Jayadratha 

Kacha And Devayani 

Karna 

Karttikeya 

Konark 

Krishna 

Krishna And Jarasandha 

Krishna And Narakasura 

Krishna And Rukmini 

Krishna And Shishupala 

Krishna And The False 
Vaasudeva 

Kubera 

Kumbhakarna 

Mahabharata 

Mahiravana 

Nachiketa 

Nahusha 

Nala Damayanti 

Pareekshit 

Parashurama 

Prabhavati 

Pradyumna 

Prahlad 

Purushottam Dev And 
Padmavati 

Rama 

Ravana Humbled 

Saraswati 

Sati And Shiva 

Savitri 

Shiva Parvati 

Stories of Creation 

Subhadra 

Sudama 

Sukanya 

Surya 

Tales From The 
Upanishads 

Tales Of Arjuna 

Tales Of Balarama 

Tales Of Durga 

Tales Of Indra 

Tales Of Narada 








Tales Of Shiva 
Tales Of Vishnu 
Tales Of Yudhishthira 
Tapati 
Thanjavur 
The Churning Of The 
Ocean 
The Gita 
The Golden Mongoose 
The King In 
A Parrot's Body 
The Lord Of Lanka 
The Pandava Princes 
The Pandavas In Hiding 
The Parijata Tree 
The Sons Of Rama 
The Syamantaka Gem 
Tirupati 
Tripura 
Uloopi 
Vaishno Devi 
Vali 
Vishwamitra 
Yayati 


VISIONARIES 
Inspiring tales of thinkers, 
social reformers and 
nation builders 


Adi Shankara 

Albert Einstein 

Anant Pai 

Babasaheb Ambedkar 

Basaveshwara 

Buddha 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 

Chanakya 

Chokha Mela 

Dayananda 

Deshbandhu 
Chittaranjan Das 

Eknath 

Fa Hien 

Ghanshyamdas Birla 

Guru Arjan 

Guru Gobind Singh 

Guru Har Gobind 

Guru Nanak 

Guru Tegh Bahadur 

Hiuen Tsang 

J.R.D Tata 

Jagadis Chandra Bose 

Jamsetji Tata 

Jawaharlal Nehru 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

Jim Corbett 

Jnaneshwar 

Kabir 

Kalidasa 

Lal Bahadur Shastri 

Lokmanya Tilak 

M. S. Subbulakshmi 

Madhvacharya 

Mahavira 

Marie And Pierre Curie 

Megasthenes 

Mirabai 

Mother Teresa 

Narayan Guru 

Rabindranath Tagore 

Ram Shastri 

Ramana Maharshi 

Ramanuja 

Salim Ali 

Shankar Dev 

Soordas 

Sri. Ramakrishna 

Srinivasa Ramanujan 
Subramania Bharati 
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Swami Chinmayananda 
Swami Pranavananda 
Tales Of Sai Baba 
Tansen 

Tulsidas 

Vidyasagar 
Vivekananda 
Zarathushtra 


INDIAN CLASSICS 
Enchanting tales from 
Indian literature 


Ananda Math 
Ancestors Of Rama 
Devi Choudhurani 
Durgesh Nandini 
Kadambari 
Kannagi 

Kapala Kundala 
Kumanan 
Maarthaanda Varma 
Malavika 
Manonmani 

Prince Jivaka 

Raj Singh 
Ratnavali 
Shakuntala 

The Adventures Of 
Pratapan 

The Elusive Kaka 
Udayana 

Urvashi 
Vasantasena 
Vasavadatta 

Veer Dhaval 


FABLES AND HUMOUR 
Evergreen folktales, 
legends and tales of 
wisdom and humour 


A Bag Of Gold Coins 
Amrapali 
Andher Nagari 
Angulimala 
Bikal The Terrible 
BIRBAL STORIES 
Birbal The Clever 
Birbal The Genius 
Birbal The Just 
Birbal The Wise 
Birbal The Witty 
Birbal To The Rescue 
The Inimitable Birbal 
Chandralalat 
Dhola And Maru 
Friends And Foes 
Gopal And The Cowherd 
Gopal The Jester 
HITOPADESHA TALES 
Choice Of Friends 
How Friends Are Parted 
Hothal 
JATAKA TALES 
Battle Of Wits 
Bird Stories 
Deer Stories 
Elephant Stories 
Jackal Stories 
Monkey Stories 
Nandi Vishala 
Stories Of Courage 
Stories Of Wisdom 
Tales Of Misers 
The Deadly Feast 
The Giant And 
The Dwarf 
The Hidden Treasure 
The Magic Chant 





The Mouse Merchant 
True Friends 
Kanwal And Kehar 
Kesari The Flying Thief 
King Kusha 
Manduka 
PANCHATANTRA TALES 
Crows And Owls 
How The Jackal Ate 
The Elephant 
The Brahmin And 
The Goat 
The Dullard 
The Greedy Mother- 
in-law 
The Jackal And 
The Wardrum 
Raman Of Tenali 
Raman The Matchless Wit 
Sahasramalla 
Sakshi Gopal 
Satwant Kaur 
Sharan Kaur 
Shrenik 
Sukhu And Dukhu 
Sundari 
Tales Of Maryada Rama 
The Acrobat 
The Adventures 
Of Agad Datta 
The Adventures Of 
Baddu And Chhotu 
The Bridegroom’s Ring 
The Celestial Necklace 
The Clever Dancer 
The Cowherd Of Alawi 
The Fearless Boy 
The Fool's Disciples 
The Golden Sand 
The Green Demon 
The Unhappy Tiger 
The Learned Pandit 
The Lost Prince 
The Magic Grove 
The Miraculous Conch 
The Mystery Of 
The Missing Gift 
The Pandit And The 
Milkmaid 
The Pig And The Dog 
The Pious Cat 
The Priceless Gem 
The Prince And 
The Magician 
The Prophecy 
The Queen's Necklace 
The Rainbow Prince 
The Secret Of The 
Talking Bird 
The Silent Teacher 
The Tiger And The 
Woodpecker 
The Tiger Eater 
Thugsen 
Vidyut Chora 
Vikramaditya's Throne 


BRAVEHEARTS 
Stirring tales of brave men 
and women of India 


A Nation Awakes 
Ahilyabai Holkar 
Ajatashatru 

Akbar 

Amar Singh Rathor 
Ashoka 

Babur 

Bagha Jatin 


Bajirao | 





Baladitya And 
Yashodharma 

Balban 

Banda Bahadur 

Bappa Rawal 

Beni Madho And Pir Ali 

Bhagat Singh 

Bidhi Chand 

Bimbisara 

Chand Bibi 

Chandra Shekhar Azad 

Chandragupta Maurya 

Chennamma Of Keladi 

Dara Shukho And 
Aurangazeb 

Durgadas 

Ellora Caves 

Hakka And Bukka 

Hari Singh Nalwa 

Harsha 

Hemu 

Humayun 

Jahangir 

Jallianwala Bagh 

Kalpana Chawla 

Kochunni 

Krishnadeva Raya 

Kunwar Singh 

Lachit Barphukan 

Lalitaditya 

Mangal Pande 

Noor Jahan 

Padmini 

Panna And Hadi Rani 

Paurava And Alexander 

Prithviraj Chauhan 

Raja Bhoja 

Raja Raja Chola 

Rana Kumbha 

Rana Pratap 

Rana Sanga 

Rani Abbakka 

Rani Durgavati 

Rani Of Jhansi 

Ranjit Singh 

Rash Bihari Bose 

Roopmati 

Sambhaji 

Samudra Gupta 

Sea Route To India 

Shah Jahan 

Shalivahana 

Shantala 

Sher Shah 

Shivaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose 
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HARISCHANDRA 


Even the gods were charmed by this most honourable of kings. Fate 
had snatched away his palace, his wealth, his wife and his son. 
Worse sorrows were to pour down on him and yet Harischandra 
would not abandon the righteous path. He revealed the true mettle of 
a great king, protecting his honour — and that of his family — with 
single-minded determination. 
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